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ANNEX 1: Stakeholders Mapping
Stakeholders mapping (from Phase I)

Table 6. Actors involved in initiatives, projects, programmes at the intersection of climate change and women’s
rights/gender

COUNTRY ACTORS WORKING ON CLIMATE CHANGE & WOMEN'’S RIGHTS/ GENDER

Oxfam, WEP, IFAD, Helen Keller International, UNFPA (integrating SRHR into
BURKINA emergency preparedness plans), UNESCO (Climate Frontlines Initiative), UNICEF,
FASO UNDP (conducted a study that led to the NAP including gender dynamics) and several

women's organisations based in BF (especially in relation to women in agriculture).

Renaissance de I'Africaine des femmes de 'Afrique de I'Ouest (RAFAO Guinea); NAP
Global Network support programme for Guinea; Green Climate Fund (GCF);

GUINEA Partenariat - Recherches - Environnement — Médias (PREM); Enfants du Globe
Guinée; Humanium Guinea; Local conflict management committees.

MALI German Cooperation (G1Z), Oxfam, UN Women.

NIGER World Bank, USAID, Oxfam, WEP-Niger.

Climate and Sustainable Development Network (CSDeVNet); Women Environmental
Programme (WEP); Girl Up Nigeria SLCA campaign; Center for Girls’ Education

NIGERIA (CGE); Smallholder Women Farmers Organization in Nigeria (SWOFON); Partnership
for Economic Policy (PEP); Women’s Consortium of Nigeria (WOCON); Solar Sister;
Save the Children; Oxfam Nigeria; UN Women.

Perspectives of AGYW on actions and organisations active on gender and climate
change (from Phase II)

When asked which authorities are active on gender and climate change, the AGYW participants
gave some examples of community-based organizations (CBOSs), international/non-governmental
organizations (I/NGOs), and the United Nations (UN) who have played a role in providing various
forms of assistance to communities, including:

o Distribution of food, non-food items (e.g., blankets, mosquito nets), and school supplies

e Construction of water infrastructure (e.g., boreholes, wells, taps) to address water scarcity
e Provision of healthcare services and vaccination campaigns

e Support for education, such as paying school fees and providing learning materials

¢ Livelihood support, including distribution of livestock and cash assistance

e Shelter construction and camp management for displaced populations

e Awareness-raising and capacity-building activities on topics like gender equality, sanitation,
and climate change adaptation

Key organisations mentioned include the Red Cross/Red Crescent, UNHCR, UNICEF, Plan
International, Save the Children, IRC, and local NGOs. There is a recognition of the need for

144 As identified as part of this research.
hera [ Final Report [ Final Draft [ October 2024



continued and enhanced support from these organisations, as well as the government and other
organisations to address the diverse needs of the communities, particularly in the face of climate
change impacts.

However, in light with data they collected in Coyah and Forecariah, young women co-researchers
in Guinea deplored that the majority of AGYW participants have not received any help from
organisations when faced with climatic related events. The young women co-researchers report that
this was also mentioned in the FGDs. Some AGYW participants in Guinea also said that even when
help was available in the community, they did not receive it. It was described that in the event of
flooding, the authorities would come to assess the situation but would not come back afterwards.
Food and basic items would be distributed but the aid would either be blocked or there would not
be any follow-up. Also, for example, with regard to the treatment of wells following the floods, the
wells had not been treated in Fily, leading to a high risk of disease because the well water is not fit
for consumption or use.

In Nigeria, AGYW participants indicated that various organisations have supported by providing
assistance such as food items and medical supplies. AGYW participants also mentioned
organisations have provided support to build houses, and drill boreholes. They also organise life
skills training to promote self-reliance, cleanliness, and decision-making.

In Burkina Faso, AGYW participants deplored that community-based organizations (CBOs) and
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) often try to make proposals to government members
through their neighbourhood representatives, but these efforts are usually without any follow-up.
AGYW participants in Burkina Faso noted that the World Food Programme (WFP) has provided
food aid to the community. The AGYW participants request that authorities help raise awareness
about the impacts of climate change.

In Niger, community-based organizations (CBOSs), international/non-governmental organizations
(/INGOs), and the United Nations (UN) have provided various forms of assistance to local
communities, including through distribution of livestock (e.g., small ruminants), food aid and other
supplies (e.g., clothing, basic necessities, school kits, mosquito nets). They have supported through
cash transfers and financial support for community activities (e.g., recreation) and support for
access to food, water, and shelter.

In Mali, community-based organizations (CBOSs), international/non-governmental organizations
(I/NGOs), and the United Nations (UN) have played a role in providing various forms of assistance
to communities, including distribution of food and non-food items (e.g., blankets, mosquito nets and
school supplies), construction of water infrastructure (e.g., boreholes, wells, water taps) to address
water scarcity, provision of healthcare services, such as vaccination campaigns as well as support
for education, including paying school fees and providing learning materials. The AGYW patrticipants
also indicated that they support awareness-raising and training on topics like gender equality,
sanitation, and climate change adaptation as well as establishing temporary shelters and other
forms of humanitarian aid.

In Guinea, an NGO (AJAFF) raising awareness about cleaning the environment was mentioned as
well as Plan International.

We recommend complementing this stakeholders’ mapping by further research at country level in
order to identify potential partners and avoid duplication of efforts.
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ANNEX 2: Detailed RECOMMENDATIONS

Before providing recommendations to national governments and CSO actors, our
research urges governments of wealthy nations to pay their fair share for climate
adaptation and to ensure that the backsliding and backtracking from climate
commitments are halted and reversed in order to ensure long-term climate change
mitigation.

To State Authorities

The study recommends that the State Authorities:
1 - Recognise the multidimensional and intersectional nature of climate change and develop,
implement and finance gender-transformative national climate change policies and action
plans with dedicated focus on AGYW, including allocating budget for climate adaptation
initiatives targeting and led by them.
This includes:
¢ Recognising that vulnerabilities of adolescent girls and young women (AGYW) are not inherent
but rather acquired based on societal norms, economic opportunities, socialization, education,
and discrimination; while addressing the intersectional needs of communities, with a particular
focus on AGYW and their families.

e Ensuring that intersectionality and climate-gender linkages are recognized in all key policy
documents. This means guaranteeing that Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs),
National Adaptation Plans (NAPs), and other climate policies are gender-transformative,
updated and sufficiently ambitious, especially in terms of gender and climate justice.

e Integrating climate considerations into all policies and action plans ensuring that funding,
policies, and programs for gender equality, food security, water, education, health, SRHR and
SGBV (among other sectors) account for climate change impacts, adaptation and mitigation.

e Recognising, respecting, and protecting local and traditional knowledge, while supporting
community-based actors and initiatives, including opportunities for intergenerational
knowledge transmission on climate action.

2 - Guarantee the realisation of socio-economic rights through gender-transformative
climate-resilient public services in food, education, health, water, and sanitation, with
attention to the rights and needs of adolescent girls and young women (AGYW).

This includes:

Food security Education Health and social protection
- Strengthening and developing - Integrating comprehensive - Improving access to sexual and
climate-resilient and ecological food | gender-transformative climate | reproductive health services for
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production and distribution
systems, with a focus on
agroecological and environmentally
sustainable approaches that
respect human rights, biodiversity
and the environment.

- Providing financial and technical
support for climate-resilient
livelihoods, with a focus on
empowering young women in
sustainable agriculture (such as
agroecology), ensuring equal
access to resources, funding,
training, and opportunities.

- Ensuring equal land and resource
rights for women and girls.

- Supporting communities with fuel-
efficient stoves and solar systems
to reduce deforestation and carbon
emissions.

change education into national
curricula

- Enhancing awareness-raising
and mobilization actions in
communities particularly with
and for AGYW.

- Implementing the
GADRRRES's Comprehensive
School Safety Framework
2022-2030

- Addressing barriers to AGYW
education and women'’s
employment.

- Setting up and funding
gender-transformative
sustainable vocational/skills
training programs that lead to
green jobs, accessible to
AGYW.

AGYW, recognizing increased
risks of child, early, and forced
marriage, unintended
pregnancies, and (sexual)
exploitation due to climate change
and gender norms.

- Expanding and transforming
social protection and cash
transfer programs to build
resilience of at-risk households

3 - Position AGYW as key actors in building gender-just climate-resilient communities
guaranteeing AGYW's meaningful participation in policy making, program design and
implementation while building on their existing efforts and capacities as climate action
leaders.
This includes:
e Supporting youth-led and women-led climate initiatives, platforms and spaces for AGYW
participation and leadership in climate decision-making while enabling intergenerational cross-
learning.

e Ensuring policies and programs challenge gender norms by involving men and boys,
promoting women's decision-making power, and providing AGYW with resources, skills, and
opportunities to lead community adaptation efforts.

Conducting further research and collecting intersectional gender-disaggregated data to measure
progress on gender equality and AGYW's enhanced capacity to address climate challenges. This
may also include conducting further research (on SRHR and SGBV, food security, water...).

To Civil Society Actors, Development Partners Including I/Ngos As
Well As Continental Organisations Such As The African Union

The study recommends that the Civil Society actors, development partners including I/NGOs as well as
regional and continental organisations such as ECOWAS and the African Union:

1- Co-create and implement holistic, gender-transformative and intersectional climate
programs with AGYW that address the interconnected impacts of climate change on AGYW's
lives centering their leadership and diverse experiences throughout the project cycle.
This includes:
e Integrating climate adaptation with education, sexual and reproductive health and rights,
economic empowerment, and GBV prevention programs.
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e Investing in long-term, flexible funding models that support AGYW to lead cross-sectoral
initiatives that build community resilience and transform gender norms and power dynamics in
the face of climate change.

e Integrating comprehensive gender and power analyses to address root causes of diverse
inequalities, to challenge harmful norms, promote AGYW's rights, and build their capacities as
climate leaders.

e Scaling up and adapting community-based adaptation models that explicitly advance gender
equality and youth empowerment, prioritising initiatives that enhance AGYW's access to and
control over resources, promote their leadership in climate-resilient livelihoods, and challenge
traditional gender roles.

e Establishing youth-led steering committees with decision-making power and fair
compensation.

o Fostering intergenerational partnerships to blend indigenous knowledge with youth innovation
in building resilience.

e Mandating intersectional gender and youth analysis in all climate programs, with specific
targets for AGYW's meaningful participation and leadership.

e Developing comprehensive frameworks to assess how initiatives transform gender relations
and empower AGYW.

e Allocating dedicated funding for gender-transformative activities and AGYW-led climate
solutions.

2- Centre AGYW's diverse voices and lived experiences in all climate advocacy efforts,
amplifying their demands through collaborative campaigns that challenge power structures
and gender norms and supporting AGYW-led initiatives to document climate impacts on their
communities in order to present solutions and advocacy points directly to policymakers.
This includes :

e Funding dedicated platforms for their meaningful participation in high-level decision-making
spaces.

e Creating platforms where AGYW educate communities and authorities on climate impacts and
innovative solutions, while also learning from indigenous and local knowledge. Ensure these
exchanges challenge power dynamics and position AGYW as experts, compensating them
fairly for their contributions.

e Ensuring AGYW from diverse backgrounds, including marginalised communities, have equal
opportunities to shape climate agendas at local, national, and international levels.

e Creating multimedia dissemination strategies that amplify AGYW's voices and reach diverse
audiences, including policy makers.

e Advocating for gender-transformative climate finance mechanisms that directly reach AGYW
and women-led organizations at the local level, and pushing for dedicated funding streams
that support AGYW's climate innovations, entrepreneurship, and leadership development.

¢ Demanding transparency and accountability in how climate funds address gender equality and
youth empowerment.
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Establishing AGYW-led monitoring and accountability systems to track government progress
on climate and gender equality commitments.

Train and support networks of young women to conduct gender audits of climate policies and
programs, providing them with tools to hold decision-makers accountable.

3- Establish AGYW-led knowledge hubs that facilitate transformative and participatory
research and learning exchanges between diverse stakeholders.

This includes:

4

Assessing knowledge of AGYW on climate action advocacy, supporting additional capacity
building of AGYW as climate justice leaders by providing comprehensive training in advocacy
skills, climate science, and policy processes.

Developing comprehensive, AGYW-designed leadership programs that build climate advocacy
skills while fostering critical consciousness about gender and power. This should combine
technical training with mentorship, peer support networks, and opportunities for AGYW to lead
climate initiatives. This should Integrate feminist popular education methodologies that value
AGYW:'s lived experiences and challenge traditional hierarchies of knowledge.

Implementing further participatory action research projects led by AGYW to document and
analyse gender-transformative climate interventions.

Supporting AGYW to develop their own criteria for "best practices" that prioritise shifting power
relations and advancing gender equality.

Providing long-term, flexible funding and capacity strengthening to local organizations working
at the intersection of climate, gender, and youth while prioritising AGYW-led groups and those
with feminist approaches

Fostering partnerships that position such locally led organisations as leaders in climate action,
valuing their expertise equally to international actors and amplifying their strategies.

Funding and co-designing with AGYW a research agenda on gender-transformative climate
interventions. This will prioritise participatory methodologies that position AGYW as
researchers rather than subjects and ensure research outputs challenge dominant narratives,
amplifying AGYW's perspectives.

— Re-design simplified, decolonial, participatory and long-term approaches to

partnerships, funding and research in order to prioritise AGYW-led and feminist
organisations driving climate justice initiatives.
This includes:

Establishing dedicated funding streams with simplified access for grassroots groups.
Implementing participatory grant-making processes where AGYW decide funding allocations.

Providing long-term, flexible core funding that allows organizations to address the root causes
of gender inequality alongside climate action.

Catalysing transformative cross-sectoral collaborations that challenge traditional power
dynamics.
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Establishing accountability mechanisms led by feminist organizations to track how funds
challenge power imbalances and shift social norms alongside climate goals.

Contributing to re-design climate finance architecture to ensure resources directly reach and
benefit AGYW at the local level. This could be promoted through the creation of decentralised
funding mechanisms managed by AGYW collectives.

Simplifying reporting and monitoring requirements and providing capacity strengthening on
financial management that challenges gender biases.

Funding AGYW-led participatory action research that centres Indigenous knowledge and
challenges Western scientific dominance.

Supporting the development of new, gender-transformative metrics for measuring climate
resilience.

Ensuring research processes and outputs actively redistribute power, amplify marginalised
voices, and drive systemic change in how climate solutions are conceptualised and
implemented.

To PLAN International

Based on Phase | findings on Plan International’s strategies and programmes structures, as well as
regular interactions with the five countries involved as part of this research, the study recommends
that Plan International:

Programming

Supports AGYW to develop joint action plans that leverage their diverse experiences to drive
systemic change in climate policy and gender norms. This means spearheading transformative
initiatives that redefine the nexus of gender and climate justice, positioning AGYW as primary
decision-makers and change agents.

Implements an innovative "Climate Justice Leadership Learning and Exchange Program” for
AGYW across countries and regions. This includes designing immersive study trips for AGYW
that go beyond knowledge sharing in order to build solidarity and collective power. Trips should
aim to challenge colonial dynamics by prioritising South-South exchanges and valuing
indigenous knowledge. These can incorporate modules on feminist movement building and
intersectional climate advocacy.

Establishes AGYW-led steering committees with voting power in all climate-related programs
and coalitions while implementing feminist leadership models that challenge traditional
hierarchies and cultivate AGYW's collective power to drive systemic change in climate policy
and gender norms.

Establishes a "Climate Resilience Innovation Hub" involving AGYW to capture, expand, and
advance local adaptation and mitigation strategies. This should include providing resources
and platforms for AGYW to conduct participatory action research in their communities,
elevating indigenous knowledge and grassroots solutions. This should enable AGYW to have
ownership over the knowledge produced and lead its dissemination to influence policy and
practice.

Incorporates comprehensive gender-transformative and climate risk assessments in all
programming areas including food security, education, livelihoods, SRHR, and child protection
initiatives to explicitly challenge gender norms while building climate resilience. This should
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include dedicated funding for integrated activities that address root causes of gender inequality
in the context of climate change.

Develops holistic, rights-based programs that address the interconnected impacts of climate
change on AGYW's lives, challenging siloed approaches. Examples could include integrating
climate adaptation with food security, WASH, comprehensive sexuality education, menstrual
health, SGBV prevention, and youth economic empowerment projects.

Supports AGYW to lead multi-sectoral initiatives that build community resilience while
transforming gender relations. This involves investing in long-term, flexible funding models that
allow for iterative learning and sustained efforts to dismantle patriarchal structures exacerbated
by climate change.

Transforms community-based early warning systems by elevating AGYW's leadership and
incorporating traditional knowledge. This includes involving AGYW to design, implement, and
manage gender-responsive preparedness strategies for extreme climate events. Plan
International should ensure these systems challenge traditional gender roles in disaster
response and create opportunities for AGYW to lead community resilience efforts. These
initiatives should be integrated with existing local structures, amplifying and scaling successful
AGYW:-led approaches rather than imposing external models.

Takes the lead of new and existing initiatives (programmes, coalitions...) in order to integrate
the link between gender and climate justice, with a focus on bringing the voices, resilience,
decision-making and rights of adolescent girls and young women forward.

Advocacy and Influencing

Takes a leadership role in integrating gender justice and climate justice in International,
regional and national platforms and initiatives, with a focus on the rights and voices of
adolescent girls and young women.

Advocates for increased participation of AGYW in climate policymaking and action at all levels.
This includes pushing for dedicated climate adaptation funding for initiatives supporting
AGYW.

As part of advocacy efforts to governments, places more attention on adolescent girls’ and
young women'’s resilience and strengths, and the need for them to be involved in decision-
making, as opposed to emphasizing on girls’ and women’s vulnerabilities.

Focuses on making grassroots youth-led initiatives more visible and listened to in the climate
change and gender advocacy space at national, regional and international levels by including
adolescent girls and young women in climate change related advocacy at country and regional
level, beyond main world-renowned activism.

Creates AGYW-led climate justice task forces with decision-making authority in each country
office: empowering these groups to conduct feminist participatory analyses of how gender
norms, power structures, and climate change intersect in their contexts.

Partnerships and Research

Conducts transformative, AGYW-led stakeholder mapping across Plan International Country
Offices. This should include training, involving and compensating diverse groups of AGYW to
design and implement comprehensive mapping exercises that challenge traditional power
structures.

Initiates a transformative stakeholder engagement process led by AGYW, challenging
traditional power dynamics in partnership development. This includes:

Training, involving and compensating diverse AGYW to design and implement a
comprehensive mapping of potential partners, prioritizing grassroots feminist and youth-led
organizations often overlooked by mainstream actors.
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Empowering AGYW to define partnership criteria based on commitment to gender justice and
climate action.

Using this process to build a feminist climate justice coalition that amplifies AGYW's voices
and advances their rights through collective advocacy and programming.

Forges strategic, equitable partnerships with women's rights organizations and youth-led
climate groups, ensuring AGYW are at the forefront of decision-making. Establish a "Feminist
Climate Action Incubator” that provides long-term, flexible funding and capacity strengthening
to these partners, particularly supporting emerging AGYW-led initiatives.

Creates spaces for cross-movement learning and collaboration, fostering innovative
approaches that integrate gender transformation with climate resilience. This should include
accountability mechanisms where AGYW evaluate the effectiveness and equity of
partnerships.

Establishes an AGYW-led advisory board with decision-making authority over research
priorities, funding allocations, and how evidence is used to influence practice.

Co-creates a groundbreaking research agenda on gender-transformative climate action, in
collaboration with research institutions, meaningfully engaging Adolescent girls and boys,
young women and young women in order to enhance knowledge of gender roles, perceptions,
and experiences in the context of climate change. This should include:

prioritising participatory methodologies that position AGYW as researchers rather than
subjects, challenging traditional academic hierarchies;

investigating how climate interventions can catalyse broader shifts in gender norms and
power relations involving adolescent girls and boys in their diversity;

Ensuring research design, implementation, and dissemination actively redistribute power,
amplify marginalised voices, and drive systemic change in climate and gender policy.

Organisational Capacity

Transforms organizational culture and capacity by implementing a comprehensive, feminist climate
justice training including this in new staff induction programmes, and offering trainings for existing
staff on climate change and feminist approaches.

Develops an AGYW-led "Climate Justice Leadership Academy" for staff at all levels,
challenging traditional hierarchies of knowledge and expertise, integrating modules on
intersectionality, power analysis, and decolonial approaches to climate action.

Establishes mentorship programs and creates pathways for AGYW to advance into leadership
roles, fundamentally shifting power dynamics within the organization.

Includes climate justice in the Country Offices’ country strategies while transforming country strategy
development processes by prioritising AGYW's voices and lived experiences of climate impacts. This
should guarantee that strategies explicitly address root causes of gender inequality exacerbated
by climate change.

Develops accountability mechanisms where AGYW evaluate the gender-transformative impact
of climate-informed programming.

Establishes a dedicated "Gender-Transformative Climate Resilience Fund" and implements
participatory grant-making processes where AGYW define funding priorities and allocation
criteria prioritising long-term, flexible funding for initiatives that challenge patriarchal norms
while building climate resilience. This could include creating specific funding streams for
AGYW:-led climate innovations and advocacy efforts.

Develops new, feminist metrics for measuring the impact of climate adaptation work on gender
equality and AGYW empowerment.
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e Mitigates the climate impact and footprints of Plan International’s work by ensuring their
activities are sustainable and minimise its carbon footprints (travel, water and electricity
consumption, sustainability efforts, waste management).

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM CO-RESEARCHERS AND
PARticipants

Recommendations made by the young women co-researchers

The co-researchers identified several key areas requiring further research and action:

e Policy: Co-researchers highlighted the need for gender-inclusive policymaking addressing root
causes of marginalisation/discriminations through gender-transformative policies. Integrating
climate change considerations into national education, health, and social protection systems.
Encouraging girls' leadership and include them in the development, implementation and
monitoring of Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and National Adaptation Plans
(NAPS).

e Education and awareness: Many co-researchers emphasised the need for more climate
change education, awareness-raising and mobilization actions in communities particularly with
and for AGYW. They indicated the need of developing gender-responsive climate education
and skills training programs

e Economic empowerment: Recognising the link between economic vulnerability and climate
change impacts, co-researchers called for vocational training and empowerment programs.

e Extensive research: the need for further research on climate change's impacts on reproductive
health and gender-based violence was frequently mentioned.

e Advocacy: supporting platforms and initiatives for AGYW participation and leadership in
climate decision-making.

A co-researcher from Mali provided comprehensive recommendations: "Encourage
governments, NGOs and researchers to integrate the gender dimension into climate surveys
by collecting disaggregated data... Create participatory platforms for adolescent girls and
young women in decision-making spaces such as climate conferences, local resilience
forums or consultation with governments... Develop vocational training and economic
empowerment programs specifically for young women in vulnerable communities."

The research process also sparked a desire for further action among many co-researchers. This
indicates the potential for FPAR approaches to not only generate knowledge but also to catalyse
community-level action and advocacy.

Recommendations for future FPAR studies emerged from the co-researchers' feedback. These

included:

e Providing longer timeframes for the research process to allow for deeper engagement and
learning

e Simplifying the questionnaires and research tools

e Strengthening support for language translation and interpretation

e Expanding the geographical scope of studies to capture a wider range of experiences and
extending to adolescent boys and young men
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Creating opportunities for co-researchers from different countries to share experiences and

learnings

The table below provides a detailed set of recommendations that the AGYW participants suggested
as part of this research.

Recommendations made by the AGYW participants who took part in this research

The AGYW who participated in this study recommended that the governments of the five
countries effectively engage in:

Food security

Enabling effective access
to food, water, and other
basic necessities

Supporting access to food
by reducing and regulating
food prices and
subsidising essential
goods, as well as
supporting sustainable
farming

Improving access to clean
and affordable water
through construction of
wells, boreholes, and
dams and improving water
supply for agriculture,
including rice farming

Subsidising
environmentally-friendly
cooking energy to reduce
wood cutting and enable
food cooking and
encouraging the use of
electric vehicles and
renewable energy

Educating communities
about ecological issues
and train them in
sustainable farming
techniques such as
agroecology

Creating awareness
around littering and
ensuring water streams

Education

Integrating climate
change education into
curricula

Ensuring access to
education by providing
food, books, bags, and
other school supplies

Implementing girls'
education and
preventing CEFM

Building more schools
and ensuring effective
and resilient access

Ensuring safe, inclusive
and accessible facilities
for girls, including by
building more schools
and ensuring proper and
safe sanitation/WASH
facilities for (adolescent)
girls

Building infrastructure
like drainage systems,
schools, and waste

management systems.

SGBV/SRHR

Improving healthcare
services (availability of
medicines, sensitization
of health workers),
including SRHR
services.

Addressing exploitation
including sexual
exploitation and child
labour

Addressing CEFM and
sexual and gender-
based violence

Increasing and
strengthening
mechanisms for sexual
and gender-based
violence management
cases

Increasing access to
electricity and
healthcare services.
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and land remain free from
waste

Supporting eco-friendly
business and agricultural
practices including off-
season crops based on
local practices and
knowledge.

Implementing climate
change adaptation
measures (e.g., solar
panels, irrigation systems,
sustainable food
systems...).

The AGYW who participated in this study recommended that NGOs and International
organisations working in the five countries effectively engage in:

Financial
support

and technical
Providing financial and
technical support for
climate change adaptation
projects

Supporting income-
generating activities and
entrepreneurship

Improving access to
agricultural inputs and
techniques

Equipping communities
with motorbike pumps to
evacuate rainwater in the
event of flooding.

Creating employment and
income-generating
opportunities, especially
for women and youth

Supporting
entrepreneurship through
cash-for-work programs
and financing

Providing financial and
material support (e.g.,
food, shelter, school

Awareness and education:

Empowering young
people, especially young
women, with skills
acquisition for economic
opportunities

Building capacity of
health, education, and
community workers

Coaching farmers on
climate change
mitigation measures

Implementing
awareness campaigns
on climate change
impacts and mitigation
strategies

Educating communities,
especially in schools,
about climate change

Increasing awareness
and sensitisation on
climate change,
environmental
protection, deforestation,
littering and hygiene

Collaboration:

Collaborating with local
authorities and
communities to design
and implement targeted
programs that respond
to the needs and rights
of AGYW

Seeking funding and
partnerships to address
community needs.

Involving AGYW in
decision-making

Collaborating with the
community and
supporting their actions
(including financially),
especially AGYW, and
involving them in
decision-making

Encouraging community
participation in adapting
and mitigation climate
change effects.
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supplies, agricultural
practices).

Addressing the needs of
widows, women with
disabilities and female-
headed households

Providing practical skills
training for climate
change adaptation

The AGYW who participated in this study recommended that community members in the areas
they conducted research and beyond in the five countries effectively engage in:

Environmental Protection

Participating in tree
planting, waste
management, and prevent
deforestation

Encourage crops and
farming practices that
regenerate the soil

including agroecology

Setting up watchdog
committees on climate
change

Practicing good hygiene
and sanitation, including
not littering or participating
to pollution of water
streams

Participating in community
clean-up days.

Awareness and Action

Raising awareness of
climate change
prevention and harmful
effects

Establishing youth-led
organizations to address
climate change
challenges

Advocating for
adolescent girls and
young women's
involvement in decision-
making processes

Setting up AGYW's
environmental protection
associations.

Social Support

Supporting each other
and work together to
address community
challenges

Encouraging girls'
education and
preventing early
marriage

Supporting women and
girls' empowerment and
development.

The AGYW who participated in this study recommended that the media in the five countries
effectively engage in disseminating accurate and accessible information on climate change
causes, consequences, and mitigation strategies, especially towards youth.

The study calls for greater collaboration between AGYW, regional and continental organisations
(such as ECOWAS and the African Union), governments, I/NGOs, and communities to address
the multifaceted suffering posed by climate change as well as gender and socioeconomic
inequalities.
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ANNEX 3: Research Questions

AREA OF
RESEARCH

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Feminist Participatory Action Research

IMPACTS AND
EXPERIENCES

Map out the
gendered effects of
climate change
through Adolescent
girls’ lived realities
and voices

EXPECTATIONS AND
RECOMMENDATION
S

Key interventions
needed from Plan
International for the
designing of a
gender
transformative
climate action.

IMPACT OF FPAR
Methods

4.

How do adolescent girls experience and
perceive the gendered impacts of climate
change in their lives and the lived realities
of their peers?

1.1. How do they experience the
gendered effects of climate change in
terms of food security, SGBV, SRHR,
and education?

1.2. How do they take action against
climate change consequences?

2. What do girls and young women expect
from authorities at international, regional,
national, and local levels?

2.1. Which authorities are active on
these issues and why are they
important?

2.2. How do the existing gaps in policies,
actors, and programmes impact on
adolescent girls and young women'’s
rights?

2.3. How can Plan International
contribute to filling the existing gaps,
building on strong alliances with girls and
young women?

3. How have the young women co-researchers
experienced and perceived the FPAR methods
used as part of this research?

3.1. Do FPAR methods impact
empowerment and learning among
young women co-researchers and
mentors?
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METHODOLOGY

FPAR data collection
and analysis

FPAR data collection
and analysis
Co-creation of
recommendations with
adolescent girls and
Plan I.

FPAR data collection
and analysis

Pre- and post-research
surveys
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ANNEX 4: CODEBOOK (Used for Data Analysis)

Access & control over Resources

Intersectionality

What is climate Change & signs
General Impact

Socioeconomic consequences
Economic Impact

Source of
Livelihood

Sexual
exploitatio
n,
transactio
nal sex

Extreme weather

Sandstorm

Flooding

Drought

Heat

Rain

Wind
Environmental Degradation &
Destruction of property

Destruction of
property
Deforestation

Decreased agricultural yields

Socio-cultural
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Identification of disparities in access & control over
resources.

This includes instances where disparities in resource
access and control, such as land, water, or financial
resources, are discussed in the context of climate change
impacts.

Intersections of gender with other identity factors (e.g.,
ethnicity, socioeconomic status) influencing vulnerability
and resilience. Analyse how multiple identity factors
intersect to shape unique experiences.

EXAMPLES

Varied impacts on girls from different socioeconomic
backgrounds during climate-induced events. Intersectional
challenges in accessing SRHR services for specific ethnic
groups during environmental crises.

Definition of climate change according to AGYW

General impacts of climate change in the community

Any changes observed by adolescent girls and young
women as a result of climate change, that will inform their
perception of climate change effects in their community.

Economic impacts of CC

forced to seek alternative means of livelihood as a
result of climate change

Mention of transactional sex, sexual exploitation in
relation to economic struggles related to CC.

Mention of extreme weather events
Mention of sandstorm or harmattan.
Mention of flooding.

Mention of drought

Mention of heat

Mention of rain

Mention of wind.

Description of how climate change leads to
environmental degradation and destruction of
property.

Specific mention of the ways that property was/is
destroyed due to climate change.

Mention of deforestation in the context of
environmental degradation.

Mention of decreased agricultural yields due to
climate change related events.

Sociocultural norms influencing the gendered impact
of climate change on adolescent girls and young
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women.
Examine how social, cultural and gender norms
contribute to differential vulnerabilities and resilience.
Examine changes in power, reversed roles (women
and girls taking on male roles).

Chores Mention of chores in the context of AGYW
experiences.

Forced or early marriage Mention of forced or early marriage.

Gender inequality If participants specifically mention differences in
gender or gender inequality

Food security impact Influence of climate change on access to and

availability of food resources, including nutritional
challenges.

Address changes in food availability and drinking
water, access, utilization, and nutritional status.
Water Mention of water issues related to CC (lack of water,
walking far to fetch water, contaminated water, etc.).
This could be an impact or a consequence of climate
change.
SRHR Impact Identification of impacts on Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights (SRHR).
Include changes in access to reproductive health
services, family planning, and the prevalence of
reproductive health issues. It will also look at
(perceived) increased sexually transmitted infections
or (unwanted) pregnancies.
EXAMPLES
Decreased access to contraceptives due to climate-
induced disruptions. Increased vulnerability to
reproductive health challenges in the aftermath of
extreme weather events
Menstruation Mention of menstruation, especially in the context of
decreased financial resources due to CC or
difficulties managing hygiene related to water
shortages or contaminated water as a result of CC.
Pregnancy This code summarizes text on how pregnancy is
affected (directly or indirectly) by issues related to
CC. This code IS NOT applied to text that discusses
pregnancy as a concern for AGYW in general, but
only text that links this with issues related to climate
change (e.g., dropping out of school, violence due to
poverty related to shifting/low agricultural yields
related to poor rains, etc.).
SGBV Identification of impacts on Sexual and Gender
Based Violence. This includes impact on Sexual and
Gender Based Violence.
EXAMPLES
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Education Impact

Safety and Security

Migration, displacement

Health impacts

Dehydration
Malnutrition

Death

Blood pressure
Accidents

UTI

Digestive

Diarrheal disease
Mental health
Headaches

Chronic disease
Respiratory infections
Health care challenges
Infectious disease

Skin infections

Malaria

Lack hygiene

Drug use

Pollution and contamination

Actions by adolescent girls and young

Water strategies
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Increased violence as a result of climate related
events.

Situations where climate change is observed to affect
educational opportunities and outcomes for
adolescent girls and young women.

Capture disruptions in education, changes in school
attendance, and barriers to access educational
resources. This includes, capturing school closures
and teachers not attending due to disruptions.
EXAMPLES

Increased school dropout rates due to climate-
induced events affecting families. Limited access to
educational materials and facilities during extreme
weather conditions

How has climate change impacted their safety and
security?

Mention of migration or displacement.

This includes impacts and consequences of climate
change on health.

Mention of dehydration.

Mention of malnutrition.

Mention of loss of life or death.

Mention of blood pressure.

Mention of accidents.

Mention of urinary tract infections.

Mention of digestive or stomach issues.
Mention of diarrheal disease.

Mention of mental health.

Mention of headaches.

Mention of chronic disease.

Mention of respiratory infections.

Mention of health care access.

Mention of infectious disease. This can include
typhoid and cholera.

Mention of skin infections.

Mention of Malaria.

Mention of hygiene.

Mention of drug use.

Mention of pollution and contamination in the context
of health.

Actions outline by AGYW related to climate change.

Strategies employed related to water access,
controlling water or water flow or other ways AGYW
focus on water.
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Home care

Plant trees
Work

Help each other
challenges
Self-care

Awareness and advocacy
Change harmful practices

Cleaning and sanitation
Existing state actions and policy gaps

Current role of CBOs, I/NGOs, UN

Recommendations/expectations

FPAR
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The ways in which AGYW protect their homes or
prepare their homes from extreme weather events.
Mention of planting trees.

Mention of attempting to find additional work due to
the poverty related to decreased crop yield and high
food prices (which is linked with CC in the study
overall).

Mention of AGYW helping each other through difficult
times.

All challenges mentioned that are related to actions
in response to CC.

Mention of the care AGYM take for themselves to
alleviate the effects of climate change.

Mention of awareness and advocacy activities.
Mention of trying to change harmful practices to
alleviate CC.

Mention of cleaning and sanitation efforts.

Identify potential areas for policy intervention and
improvement.

EXAMPLES

Recommendations for inclusive climate adaptation
policies addressing the specific needs of adolescent
girls and young women. Suggestions for integrating
gender-responsive strategies into education and food
security policies in the context of climate change.
Role of community based or non-governmental
organizations, including Plan International
Identification of projects or initiatives that have
supported the community. This includes instances
where initiatives from NGOs, community-based
organizations are discussed or referred to.
EXAMPLES

Community beliefs about the role of women in
disaster response and recovery. Perceived barriers
to girls' education during climate-related challenges.
What do adolescent girls and young women expect
from Plan or other civil society organizations?

Third research question on documenting research
process from participants' view
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ANNEX 5. Selection of Co-Researchers, Mentors and STudy
Participants

Selection of Co-Resedarchers and Mentors

The co-researchers were selected following a transparent and inclusive approach: the TORs were
sent through different communication channels. Applications were reviewed and Plan International
proceeded to a first selection. The selected individuals were requested to send a 2-mn video or
recording with a set of questions on their motivation and background. The selection was then
finalised by Plan International and hera focal points based on recordings/videos. The criteria for
selection were as follows:

Criteria for selection of co-researchers:

Female candidates in all their diversity / Age range: 18-24 / Based in the data collection region

Minimum level of education: Baccalaureate (end of high school) for 3 co-researchers; and
Baccalaureate + 3 years for 2 co-researchers (according to availability of profiles in the
research area)

At least 2 languages spoken (English and language of the data collection zone)

Active member of the community in the selected data collection region

Active on gender equality at community level

Motivation and interest to take part in a participatory, innovative and interactive research

Ability to facilitate group discussions

Ability to use digital and communication tools (ie tablets, phones, cameras)

Available throughout the process (around 20 working days)

Knowledge of climate change would be an asset

Analysis skills (of data, documents, images) would be an added advantage

Diversity of profiles is encouraged. Diversity of locations (urban, rural, refugee camps, and
others) is sought.

Young women with disabilities, young women from marginalised groups, young women living
in displacement settings, young women working on seasonal mining areas, are encouraged to
apply.

Accesssibility will be ensured.

Criteria for selection of research mentors:

Woman (>18) ; Minimum BAC+3; based in the data collection region

Minimum 2 year experience working with young people, especially young women, and
working on gender equality at community or national level

Languages spoken: English and minimum one language spoken in the data collection region
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Ability to adapt data collection tools

Experience accompanying researchers in a data collection exercise

Knowledge and strict respect of safeguarding principles

Experience in the research sector and on youth participation

Availability throughout the process (around 20 working days)

Knowledge of climate change issues would be an added advantage

Communication skills, including digital skills

Selection of Study Participants

Research participants were selected by Plan International from individuals who already participate
in Plan International activities/programs. Individuals/families were contacted and asked if they would
like to participate in this research. Plan International identified adolescent girls and young women
who met the following inclusion criteria, with particular emphasis on diversity and inclusion elements
to ensure intersectionality of analysis. The list was split in two age ranges: 15-17 (adolescent girls)
/ 18-24 (young women).

Inclusion criteria for study participants was as follows:

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SURVEY, FOCUS GROUPS AND PHOTOVOICE METHODOLOGIES

Adolescent girls and young women aged 15-24
Participants must be from the data collection regions noted above

Participants must be available on the day(s) where the data collection methodology for
which they were sampled for will be conducted.

Plan International was particularly encouraged to be mindful of intersectionality,
diversity and inclusion when selecting participants to enable further intersectionality,
for instance encouraging participation of individuals with lived experience of:

e Known disability or chronic disease (or who participate in programming for people
with disabilities)

e Child, early or forced marriage
e Being arefugee or internally displaced person

Being out of school
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ANNEX 6. Key Workshop Insights from Co-Researchers

The last country workshops dedicated a session in which co-researchers were provided a space to
reflect on the methodology. Some of the key insights from this session can be found in the table

below.

Table 7. Key insights from workshops

BURKINA FASO GUINEA

In Burkina Faso,
the research
process was
marked by strong
community
engagement and
effective
collaboration
between co-
researchers. The
team successfully
integrated
environmental
departments into
their work, creating
valuable
institutional
connections. They
highlighted the
importance of pre-
collection
community
agreements and
the diligent
provision of
mission expenses
as crucial factors
in their success. A
co-researcher from
Burkina Faso
noted the
"collaboration and
interpersonal
solidarity" as a key
positive aspect of
the experience.

Guinea's
experience was
characterized by
strong peer
awareness-
raising and
effective
mentoring
support. One co-
researcher
described the
experience as
"magical and
inexplicable,"
highlighting the
transformative
nature of the
process. The
team particularly
praised their
selection process,
which included
innovative
video/audio
components, as
well as FPAR
workshops. Many
of them had
already been
involved in some
research
initiatives before,
but they indicated
that this research
did not look like
their previous
experiences: they
particularly felt
included and
valued for their
experiences, and
they appreciated
the fact that they
were fully
integrated in the
creation of the

MALI

The Mali team
achieved
comprehensive
method
integration and
demonstrated
strong target
determination.
Their use of
problem tree
analysis proved
particularly
effective in
helping
participants
understand
climate change
impacts. As one
Mali co-
researcher noted,
"This research
has enabled me
to get to know,
study and
understand
several themes,
especially
Photovoice and
the interpretation
workshop."

NIGER

The Niger team
reported
significant
personal growth
throughout the
process. Co-
researchers noted
enhanced self-
confidence,
improved public
speaking abilities,
and stronger team
collaboration
skills. One
memorable
observation came
from a wrap-up
session: "The
wrap-up session
gave us a better
understanding of
the process and
enabled us to do
some remarkable
work."

NIGERIA

The Nigerian
experience
emphasized tool
development and
ownership, with
significant attention
paid to capacity
building in data
analysis. A Nigerian
co-researcher
reflected,
"Developing the
research tools and
data collection
process was a very
positive experience,
allowing the young
researchers to take
ownership and give
voice to the issues
faced by young
women and girls."
The team
particularly
appreciated the use
of MAXQDA
software for data
analysis, viewing it
as a valuable
learning opportunity.
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guestionnaire and
photovoice
methodology.
They enjoyed
participating in
participatory data
analysis, a step
they had never
been involved in
before.
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PLAN

INTERNATIONAL

Until we are all equal

About Plan International

Plan International is an independent development and humanitarian organization
that advances children’s rights and equality for girls. We believe in the power and
potential of every child but know this is often suppressed by poverty, violence,
exclusion and discrimination. And it is girls who are most affected.

Working together with children, young people, supporters and partners, we strive
for a just world, tackling the root causes of the challenges girls and vulnerable
children face. We support children’s rights from birth until they reach adulthood and
we enable children to prepare for and respond to crises and adversity. We drive
changes in practice and policy at local, national and global levels using our reach,
experience and knowledge. For over 85 years, we have rallied other determined
optimists to transform the lives of all children in more than 80 countries.

We won't stop until we are all equal.

Published in 2025. Text © Plan International.
Plan International has obtained permission and the necessary consent to publish the photos contained herein.

Plan International

Global Hub

Dukes Court, Duke Street, Woking,
Surrey GU21 5BH, United Kingdom

plan-international.org
facebook.com/planinternational
twitter.com/planglobal

instagram.com/planinternational
Tel: +44 (0) 1483 755155

Fax: +44 (0) 1483 756505
E-mail: info@plan-international.org

linkedin.com/company/plan-international

youtube.com/user/planinternationaltv
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